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Statement on Steps To Enhance the
Safety of Clinical Trials

May 23, 2000

This is a moment of remarkable promise
for our country. Not only are we in the midst
of the longest economic expansion ever, but
thanks to the brilliant, persistent work of sci-
entists all over the world, we are also in the
midst of a remarkable revolution that is al-
lowing us to live longer, healthier lives.

In December I asked the Department of
Health and Human Services to develop a
plan to ensure that mandatory safeguards for
individuals participating in clinical trials are
upheld. Public uncertainty about the safety
of clinical trials could discourage participa-
tion in these critical studies and undermine
the critical progress science has made to-
wards developing new methods to detect,
treat, and prevent diseases once thought to
be deadly.

To that end, I am pleased to announce that
the Department is taking new steps to en-
hance the safety of clinical trials. These in-
clude: new actions designed to ensure that
individuals are adequately informed about
the potential risks and benefits of partici-
pating in research; new training require-
ments to ensure that researchers are familiar
with ethical issues related to human subject
research; and steps designed to address the
potential financial conflicts of interest faced
by researchers. We are also sending the Con-
gress a new legislative proposal to authorize
civil monetary penalties for researchers and
institutions found to be in violation of regula-
tions governing human clinical trials.

We are on the brink of discoveries that
are astonishing in their complexity and impli-
cations for human life in the decades ahead.
But as committed as we are to further
progress, we must be as committed to ensur-
ing that we enter this new age of discovery
in a manner that protects the safety of those
making these new discoveries possible. These
new actions are a critical first step towards
meeting that goal.

Executive Order 13157—Increasing
Opportunities for Women-Owned
Small Businesses

May 23, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
Small Business Act, 15 U.S.C. 631, et seq.,
section 7106 of the Federal Acquisition
Streamlining Act of 1994 (Public Law 103–
355), and the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy, 41 U.S.C. 403, et seq., and in order
to strengthen the executive branch’s commit-
ment to increased opportunities for women-
owned small businesses, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Executive Branch Policy. In
order to reaffirm and strengthen the statu-
tory policy contained in the Small Business
Act, 15 U.S.C. 644(g)(1), it shall be the policy
of the executive branch to take the steps nec-
essary to meet or exceed the 5 percent Gov-
ernment-wide goal for participation in pro-
curement by women-owned small businesses
(WOSBs). Further, the executive branch
shall implement this policy by establishing a
participation goal for WOSBs of not less than
5 percent of the total value of all prime con-
tract awards for each fiscal year and of not
less than 5 percent of the total value of all
subcontract awards for each fiscal year.

Sec. 2. Responsibilities of Federal Depart-
ments and Agencies. Each department and
agency (hereafter referred to collectively as
‘‘agency’’) that has procurement authority
shall develop a long-term comprehensive
strategy to expand opportunities for WOSBs.
Where feasible and consistent with the effec-
tive and efficient performance of its mission,
each agency shall establish a goal of achieving
a participation rate for WOSBs of not less
than 5 percent of the total value of all prime
contract awards for each fiscal year and of
not less than 5 percent of the total value of
all subcontract awards for each fiscal year.
The agency’s plans shall include, where ap-
propriate, methods and programs as set forth
in section 4 of this order.
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